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Art. XXI_ Transactions of State Medical Societies. 

1. Transactions of the Indiana State Medical Society, 1880, 8vo. 

pp. viii., 3G2. Indianapolis, 1880. 

2. Transactions of the Medical Society of the State of Tennessee , 1880. 

8vo. pp. 158. Nashville, 1880. 

3. Transactions of the Medical Society of Virginia, 1879. 8vo. pp. 

152. Richmond, 1879. 

4. Proceedings of the New Hampshire Medical Society, 1879. 8vo. pp. 

184. Concord, 1879. 

5. Transactions of the Medical Association of the State of Missouri, 

1879. 8vo. pp. 144. St. Louis, 1879. 

6. Transactions of the Mediccd and, Chirurgical Faculty of the State of 

Maryland, 1880. 8vo. pp. 210. Baltimore, 1880. 

7. Proceedings of the Connecticut Medical Society, 1880. 8vo. pp. 194. 

Hartford, 1880. 

1. In his very able and interesting annual address, Dr. J. R. Weist, 
President of the Indiana Society, considers some of the great questions 
of State Medicine under the title of “ Problems in Relation to the Pre¬ 
vention of Disease.” He very pointedly discusses the political import¬ 
ance of the fact of the heredity of moral and physical attributes, and the 
intimate connection between intemperance and pauperism in the parent, 
and insanity and crime in the children ; for the evils of hasty and ill- 
assorted marriages are only too clearly evident in the puny, cachectic, 
and nervous offspring of such unions. Attention is again called to the 
really appalling increase in insanity, tuberculous disease, and crime, in 
this country, as shown by statistics taken from the census returns; the 
cost of pauperism being twice as great in the United States in 1870 as 
it was in 18G0, and three times as great in Indiana. “ If the present 
rate of deterioration continues,” says the author, “ not many years will 
elapse before one-half of our people will be sweating and toiling for the 
other half in jails, penitentiaries, asylums, and hospitals.” The evil con¬ 
sequences to physical development resulting from the modern school-room, 
in which a machine system of education is carried on, are also pointed 
out, the effects of which are to supplement and intensify inherited traits 
of mental and bodily disease. This instructive and able address was so 
well received and appreciated that 12,000 copies were ordered by the 
Society, to be printed for gratuitous distribution throughout the State. 

In a brief essay, Dr. Wm. R. McMahan gives a clinical account of 
The Icteric Form of Pernicious Fever, containing a report of tlirce attacks 
in two subjects, both of whom died. Ilatmaturia occurred in both, blood 
corpuscles being detected in the urine. In each case chronic malarial 
trouble had existed. The hypodermic use of quinia lie considered advisa¬ 
ble, and insisted upon the importance of prompt treatment. 

Ergot, its Use and Abuse, is the title of a practical paper by Dr. Vim. 
Commons, of Union City, which might be generally read witli advantage 
by active practitioners. The effect of ergot as a medicine is declared to 
be “ prompt, uniform, and specific,” and its action “ to cause the contrac¬ 
tion of circular, muscular fibre, and a diminution of the calibre of tubular 
structures.” It may be employed for its influence upon the bloodvessels 
of a part, in the destruction of abnormal growths, or in hemorrhages of 
typhoid fever and purpura. It produces abortion by diminishing the 
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blood supply of tbe uterus and ovum. lie teaches that, properly speak¬ 
ing, ergot is not a parturient agent, as it will not originate labour-pains, 
nor will it, in any way, facilitate delivery; but by its peculiar action on 
circular muscular fibres it may interfere with both of these. “ It is not 
denied that ergot will increase the pains of labour, for this it will very 
readily do ; it will enhance the agonies of child-birth very materially 
but owing to the rigid contraction of the circular fibres, caused by ergot, 
the delivery is often delayed until tbe child may he fatally asphyxiated. 
The dangers of hour-glass contraction and of retained placenta are also 
stated to he increased, and illustrative cases from practice arc communi¬ 
cated by the author. The legitimate time for the use of ergot is declared 
to lie when labour is about completed, and post-part tun hemorrhage is 
feared ; hut there must he no obstruction nor delay in delivery of the 
foetus and placenta, or the latter may he retained bv hour-glass contrac¬ 
tion. When given in large doses, be believes that ergot may cause death 
by spasmodic contraction of the heart from the specific action of ergot 
upon the muscular structure. 

Dr. W. S. Raymond, of Indianapolis, contributes a paper upon ITunxni 
Longevity, in which, after considering the cases of Thomas Parr, Henry 
Jenkins, the Countess of Desmond, and other celebrities, lie arrives at the 
conclusion that the evidence furnished by tbe laborious researches of 
Thoms is probably correct, and these individuals were centenarians, hut 
not much, if anything, beyond; although Parr may have been 102 when 
he died. Ills conclusions are formulated (p. 00) us follows:— 

“ 1. Tlmt science holds out to man tbe possibilities of one hundred years of 
life. 

“ 2. That one hundred years is the physiological limit, and that the laws of our 
organization will not permit a material extension of life beyond this limit. 

“ IS. That, most of the public* statistics heretofore collected in relation to cen¬ 
tenarians, and current reports of persons living beyond a hundred years, are 
inaccurate and unreliable. 

“4. That there has been no incontestable proof yet produced in any country 
of an instance of longevity exceeding one hundred and six years, within the 
Christian era, and that we may safely conclude that it is barely possible for human 
existence to reach beyond this extreme limit.” 

Dr. Win. Lomax, of Marion, communicates a case of Ovariotomy, with 
Recover)/. in a woman tet. 4<> years, performed with antiseptic precau¬ 
tions. The tumour was inultilocular and fibro-eystie, weighing 13 kilo¬ 
grammes. Prolonged shock succeeded the operation, so that she did not 
become fairly convalescent for about two weeks. During this period, 
borborygmus and extreme tympanites caused much suffering, requiring 
the insertion of a rectal tube, which was also utilized for nutritious ene- 
mata, on account of the great irritability of the stomach. Through a mis¬ 
apprehension on the part of the nurse, the patient accidentally received an 
overdose of chloral hydrate ; and artificial respiration had to be maintained 
for seven hours before she revived, the respirations for the greater part of 
the time being only four per minute. In reviewing the case, the author 
suggests the employment of silk sutures for closing the abdominal incision, 
or a slight change in applying the silver ones, in order to conform with 
the method of Emmet. 

In discussing a case of Injury to the Head, with Fracture of the Skull, 
Dr. Lomax also suggests the application of pneumatic force in elevating 
depressed fracture by means of a cupping-glass and air-pump. In com- 
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pound fractures, where brain substance may be extruded, this, of course, 
would be inadmissible. 

The paper upon Expert Evidence, What is it ? by F. J. Van Yoorhis, 
of Indianapolis, discusses and defines a question of general interest, draw¬ 
ing the distinction very clearly between testimony as to matters of fact, 
professional or otherwise, and an opinion expressed by “ a witness, re¬ 
garded by the court as competent to express an opinion, and permitted to 
do so, concerning the conclusion or conclusions to be drawn from facts 
shown to the court or jury.” Testimony of this kind can alone be re¬ 
garded as “ expert evidence,” and claim to be remunerated its such ; and 
an expert can never claim pay for testifying to facts. 

In a paper upon State Medicine, advocating harmony and associated 
action, Dr. J. D. Gatcli, of Lawrenceburgh, urges more activity and in¬ 
terest in the profession on the subject of legislation to regulate the prac¬ 
tice of medicine, and points out the fact that the passage of such acts by 
Illinois, Michigan, and Kentucky, and its agitation in Ohio, has had the 
effect of driving irregular and unauthorized practitioners of medicine into 
other communities, as Indiana and Pennsylvania, where no such restric¬ 
tions exist. 

A peculiar case of Placenta Prcevia, in which hemorrhage took place 
within the membranes, is reported by E. S. Elder, of Indianapolis. The 
placenta being firmly attached at its circumference, separated at its middle 
portion and ruptured into the sack ; there was no external hemorrhage at 
the time of delivery until after the rupture of' the membranes. Some 
bleeding, however, had occurred about one month before, when the pla¬ 
centa became partially detached ; this portion was subsequently found to 
be cicatrized tit the examination. The patient was delivered by version, 
and made a good recovery. 

At this meeting a measure was introduced by Dr. Jos. R. Beck, con¬ 
templating the establishment of a mutual aid association for life insurance 
among physicians, and a committee appointed to report at the next 
meeting. 

The articles in these Transactions are notable for their brevity, and, 
including the President’s Address, are twenty-two in number, upon various 
subjects. They exhibit a higher degree of merit than the average volume 
of State Society Transactions, but want of space forbids more than a brief 
notice of the more prominent points contained in the remaining contribu¬ 
tions. 

2. Dr. G. B. Thornton, in the Tennessee Transactions, advocates the 
open treatment for amputations, based upon cases treated in the Memphis 
City Hospital. The advantages claimed for this method being cleanli¬ 
ness, free drainage, and rest; it being more particularly appropriate in 
cases where primary union cannot be hoped for on account of the depraved 
physical condition of the patient. It is claimed that there is less danger 
of pya;mia or septicaemia by this method, which it will be remembered 
was advocated some years ago by Professor Wood, of New York. 

The hypodermic injection of quinia in intermittent fever of severe type 
is incidentally mentioned in commendatory terms in an article by Dr. 
Tyner. Several cases are reported where irritable stomach, or gastric 
catarrh, prevented absorption from the alimentary canal, and the hypo¬ 
dermic plan was resorted to successfully. One patient received 105 
grains of quinia sulphate in twenty r -four hours ; this was the only case 
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where abscesses occurred out of a number of eases. The injection of 
ergotin every other day (gr. ij) for enlarged spleen is also highly praised. 

Dr. Fordyce Grinnell, in writing upon Iodine as a Substitute for 
Quinine, reports very successful results from its use (ten drops given 
three times daily). He considers it second only to quinine, and urges 
further trial. 

Under the title of a Case of General Cirrhosis, Dr. W. J. Miller re¬ 
ports what appears to be an illustration of scleroderma, terminating in 
death by pneumonia. 

In a paper on Bowel Disorders of Infantile Life, Professor Deering J. 
Roberts, of the University of Tennessee, considers especially the causation 
of cholera infantum. He concludes that the intrinsic cause is age ; the 
extrinsic causes being high temperature, foul air, improper diet, and un¬ 
suitable clothing, Professor Roberts, in the preparation of his paper, 
appears to have drawn freely upon one upon the same subject written by 
Dr. Frank Woodbury, and published in the Medical and Surgical Re¬ 
porter (vol. xli. p. 177, for August, 1879), entitled “ Some Observations 
upon Cholera Infantum, especially in regard to its Causation,” the open¬ 
ing paragraph of which reads as follows:— 

“The intestinal disorders of infancy having diarrhoea as a common and promi¬ 
nent feature, which arc so frequently encountered during the hot months of the 
year in all of our large cities, are, in this country, not rarely grouped under the 
generic title of summer complaint; but our systematic writers upon diseases of 
children distinguish at least three well-defined morbid states under this heading : 
1st. Ephemeral, non-inflammatorv, or simple diarrhoea; 2d. Entero-colitis of all 
grades of severity ; and 3d. Cholera infantum.” 

Professor Roberts says (page 117 of Transactions ) :— 

“ Bowel disorders of infancy, having diarrluca, often profuse and exhausting 
in its character, as a common and prominent feature, so frequently met with 
during the hot months of the year in all of our large cities, and not limited ex¬ 
clusively to the cities, but also occurring in unpleasant frequency in rural dis¬ 
tricts, are generally grouped under the comprehensive title of summer complaint. 
Systematic writers, however, in order to be more definite, endeavour to distin¬ 
guish three, and sometimes more, well-defined and distinct morbid conditions; 
some limiting their classification to simple, lion-inflammatory diarrhoea, entero¬ 
colitis, and cholera infantum.” 

Other coincidences of expression occur, and the same authorities reap¬ 
pear to a large extent in the two essays ; but, strange to say, no positive 
reference to the earlier paper appears. 

3. The Virginia volume is made up of a presidential address by Dr. L. 
I. Joynes, of Richmond; reports by committees upon progress in special 
departments of medicine, and volunteer and invited papers. Perhaps the 
most interesting of the latter is one entitled Diagnosis of Abscess of the 
Liver by Symptoms of Cerebral Hypercemia, with some Remarks on 
Treatment of Hepatic Abscess by Aspiration, by J. Marion Sims, M.D., 
of New York ; in which two cases that came under the personal observa¬ 
tion of the author were reported ; both of which presented cerebral symp¬ 
toms, insomnia and depression of spirits, and from these symptoms the 
existence of hepatic abscess was suspected by Dr. Hammond, and aspira¬ 
tion yielded 8-j to 9 ounces of pus containing hepatic cells. Dr. Ham¬ 
mond is reported as having aspirated the liver for abscess twenty-six times 
within two years. In eleven cases no pus was obtained ; the remainder 
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were perfectly successful. In the former cases no ill effects followed the 
puncture. 

Dr. Faunsberry, of Staunton, furnished some Clinical Reflections on 
thirty-three Consecutive Cases of Diphtheria occurring ajnong children at 
the Virginia Deaf, Dumb, and Blind Institution, during the fall of 1878. 
Evidence was conclusive that the disease was imported, and its extension 
was due to direct communication, a period of incubation of from three to 
fifteen days being observed. Only one death occurred; a favourable result 
which was attributed by the writer to systematically following out a sup¬ 
porting and stimulating treatment. Local applications of astringent and 
antiseptic character (R. Liq. ferri persulphatis, 3j ; acidi carboliei, gr. x ; 
and glycerinm purse, *ss, M., applied with a camel’s-hair brush, once 
daily, to seat of exudation) were considered very valuable. Implication 
of posterior nares was treated by daily syringing with the preceding solu¬ 
tion much diluted (m. x, ad fgj). Spraying the throat with lime-water 
was also frequently practised, and gargles of potassium chlorate, dilute sul¬ 
phurous acid, and potassium permanganate gave great relief. 

Dr. II. P. C. W iison, of Baltimore, read a paper on Poquelin's Thermo¬ 
cautery, with Wilson's Antithermic Shield, in Epithelioma of the Cervix 
Uteri. The shield is a double, concentric, or hollow-walled tube sur¬ 
rounding the knife, except near its extremity. A stream of cold water 
passes constantly through the shield while in operation. He recommends 
that the benzine should be in a glass bottle held by a trained assistant, 
and carefully watched so as to avoid explosions, which have happened on 
several occasions. The knife should be heated only to a dull red heat for 
the removal of malignant uterine or vaginal growths. 

The reports On Advances in Hygiene and Public Health, by Samuel 
K. Jackson, M.D., of Norfolk ; and the Report on Advances in Practice 
of Medicine, by Wm. II. Bramblett, M.D., of New hern, were prepared 
with care and are able and interesting communications, discussing briefly 
a number of practical topics that are now before the profession. 

4. The papers read at the Neiv Hampshire meeting were not numerous, 
nor were any presented that displayed much original research or striking 
novelty, but they were, however, uniformly tilde, interesting, and instruc¬ 
tive. The President’s address, by Dr. Alonzo F. Carr, of Goffstown, 
called attention to a decided improvement in the status of medical men, 
and the practice of medicine, since the organization of this Society in 
1790, and especially within the last forty years. Owing to the general 
advance in intelligence upon medical and sanitary topics in this com¬ 
munity, the quack has been left literally without a foothold in New Hamp¬ 
shire. Much sanitary work remains to be done in order to rid the com¬ 
munity of preventible disease. The orator called particular attention to 
the relation existing between gastric fever, or diphtheria, and contami¬ 
nated water supply, especially in the farming districts where '* the sink 
water is discharged in many instances in close proximity to the well, and 
percolates into it,” while the cess-pool frequently finds the same outlet for 
its fluid contents. 

In conclusion, the writer discusses at some length the pathology and 
treatment of fractured radius near the wrist-joint. In setting this frac¬ 
ture “ the rule should be never to leave the wrist until you are satis¬ 
fied with its appearance.” Special attention is directed to the manoeuvre 
of Dr. Moore, of Rochester, for disentangling the styloid process from the 
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annular ligament by rocking the joint laterally, anil forward and back¬ 
ward, “ for the purpose of liberating any fragment which might- cause a 
degree of impaction and produce deformity if suffered to remain undis¬ 
turbed.” In treatment he recommends an extemporaneous splint, made 
of a shingle and piece of broomstick, something like a Bond splint, with¬ 
out the lateral pieces of leather. 

Dr. D. S. Adams, in a paper on the Differential Diagnosis of Mam¬ 
mary Tumours, gives a very good table of disorders of the breast resem¬ 
bling cancer, and the points of differential diagnosis; including galacto- 
cele, congestion with milk, and chronic encysted abscess, lie recommends 
for diagnostic purposes the use of the aspirator in suspected cysts, and in 
solid tumours the harpoon. Early diagnosis and promptness of action 
arc especially required in mammary growths. 

d. A. AY atson, M.l)., has studied an Epidemic of Diphtheria, in a 
country village, in which the malhygienic conditions causing the outbreak 
are very graphically described. A stagnant pond was tinder the school- 
house, and communicated with two cess-pools upon the lot of ground oc¬ 
cupied by the school. The village stood on the border of a mill-pond, 
clinked with sawdust and refuse, which rotted under a July sun. No con¬ 
tagion could be traced, blit without warning twenty-live children were 
almost simultaneously stricken with diphtheria. Following the diphtheria 
was an endemic of typhoid fever during the following month. It seems 
beyond question that in this ease the diphtheria originated spontaneously 
front filth. In the treatment thorough ventilation is insisted upon, and 
among remedies muriated tincture of iron “ is the sheet anchor” combined 
with chlorate of potash, small doses to be given every half hour. Nourish¬ 
ment was maintained by milk and lime-water. No cathartics were given ; 
where a laxative was required mercurial chalk was ordered. No local ap¬ 
plications with a swab or sponge were made use of. Total number of 
cases treated 110 ; number of deaths 11, which is a very favourable show¬ 
ing and speaks well for the treatment, for the epidemic was by no means 
a mild one. 

f>. In tbe eloquent and able address of the President of the Missouri 
Society, Dr. Schaufiler, some of the dangers of popularizing scientific 
knowledge are discussed, and some of the means for increasing the respect 
of the community for the medical profession, arc pointedly considered. 

In some Remarks on a. few of the Surgical Diseases of the Pelvic Or¬ 
gans, Dr. J. M. Richmond indicates the relationship between kidney 
disorders and strictures, and insists upon the importance of treating 
strictures of large calibre. The references to lithotrity, or litholapaxy, 
uterine displacements, ruptured perineum, and operations upon the rectum 
appear to be judicious, and the teachings sound. 

Dr. C. II. Hughes read a paper containing A Clinical Inquiry into the 
Significance of Absent Patellar Tendon-Reflex, from which he concludes 
“ that, while absent patellar tendon-reflex is often significant as an asso¬ 
ciated symptom of present locomotor ataxia, and may even serve when 
unassociated to excite suspicions of its approach, we are not justified in 
regarding it, when it is the only phenomenon observable, as a certain 
sign ; or when it is absent, and the other symptoms are present, in ex¬ 
cluding a diagnosis of posterior sclerosis” (p. 57). Dr. Hughes also pre¬ 
sented a new msthesiometer, which has some advantage for convenience 
over the ordinary forms in use. 
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An interesting specimen of epithelial cancer of the face, destroying the 
superior maxillary bone, was exhibited by Dr. J. F. Lutz, who also pre¬ 
sented a report of a case of hip-joint amputation successfully performed 
for necrosis of the femur. 

A good essay upon Purulent Ophthalmias and their Treatment was 
read by Dr. Chas. E. Michel, and was made the subject of discussion, in 
which some difference of opinion was manifested in regard to astringents, 
which the lecturer pronounced to be inadmissible in the acute stage. 

Dr. A. J. Steele reports a Case, of Pseudo-Hypertrophic Paralysis in 
a boy of eleven years. Dr. Wm. Dickson contributes a resume, of the 
principal Mydriatics and Myotics and some of the Indications for their 
Use, , in which caution is impressed upon the practitioner against the indis¬ 
criminate use of atropia. A paper on Bright’s Disease, by W. PI. Bryant, 
M.D., and the report of a Complicated Case of Urethro- Vaginal Fistula, 
by Dr. Engelman, complete the communications. The volume is well 
printed with the exception of a few typographical errors, for instance, in 
the report on surgery in speaking of excision of the rectum, Dr. Levis is 
made to appear as Dr. Lewis, of Philadelphia. With reference to the 
subject matter, it is both interesting and valuable. 

6. Dr. Jas. A. Stuart, of Baltimore, Chairman of the Section on Sanitary 
Science of the Maryland Faculty, presents a most seasonable report. His 
reference to the sanitary problems presented in Baltimore admit of appli¬ 
cation to other large cities as well. This truth cannot be too often re¬ 
peated that filth is the foe of health, hut the sacrifice of life must continue 
until sad experience impresses the fundamental principles of sanitary 
science upon communities as well as individuals. The consumption of 
pump-water, in large towns where cess-pools are multiplied, can have but 
one result upon the health and mortality of the community; this is a 
proposition the truth of which has been realized in the experience of 
Philadelphia (witness the celebrated cholera pump in 1854) and other 
communities (See Frankland’s Water Supply of London and the Cholera 1 ) 
before its evil etfects were learned by Baltimore, where the pumps have 
been recently abolished, and only after earnest and persistent effort on the 
part of Prof. Stuart and his associates. 

7. This well-printed volume of Connecticut Transactions, containing as 
it does about twenty papers of various length, but of uniform high standard 
of excellence, reflects great credit upon this mature society, now entering 
upon its ninetieth year of usefulness. In the Report of the Committee 
on Matters of Professional Interest, there is a communication embodying 
practical experiences in Puerperal Eclampsia , by Dr. E. F. Coates, with 
notes of eight cases in which the advantages of evacuants in the form of 
large doses of calomel and castor-oil are set forth, the author occasionally 
combining jalap with the mercurial. Venesection was practised where 
there was much tension of the circulation, even where other conditions 
were present, that under other circumstances would contra-indicate it. 
The results of this plan of treatment are certainly of a character to chal¬ 
lenge attention, and although not new, it is worthy of a more extended 
application, in appropriate cases, than it now possesses. 

In discussing the treatment of Pneumonia, Dr. J. D. Nelson, consider- 
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ing that the chief danger is from the high temperature and consequent 
weakening of the heart, recommends the antipyretic action of quinia, 
given in large doses (15 to 20 grains at once, each twenty-four or forty-eight 
hours), with jacket poultices, milk and lime-water, and champagne in 
generous doses. Where there is much pain, cold applications sometimes 
relieve the patient, but cold baths should not he given, on account of 
their tendency to increase the congestion of the right side of the heart. 

Dr. John Colton reports a curious case of Compound Dislocation of the 
Knee, produced in getting out of bed, in a large negro woman, who was 
subject to relaxation of the ligaments. The popliteal artery was ruptured, 
and the femur protruded from the wound. Amputation was performed at 
the knee-joint successfully. 

In the treatment of Diphtheria, Dr. J. C. Fox recommends chloral in 
glycerine (one part to five), as a topical application, three times daily; 
with potassium chlorate internally. In several cases, on the second day of 
application, the characteristic fever entirely disappeared, and the exuda¬ 
tion ceased to spread. 

Dr. W. II. Carmalt, of New Haven, contributes a very able disserta¬ 
tion, entitled Some Limits in the Use of the Ophthalmoscope, showing that 
many of the conclusions drawn by unskilled observers, have been based 
upon incorrect conclusions, inspired by a want of knowledge of the physio¬ 
logical variations in the appearances of the retina. For instance, he says 
that no one should make a diagnosis of atrophy before testing the vision 
in the ordinary method, using the ophthalmoscope to confirm rather than 
direct the testimony of the other physical signs. Cerebroscopy by no 
means occupies the exalted position that some neurologists have enthusias¬ 
tically claimed for it, or that Bouchut would have us believe. Indeed, 
it is even stated on good authority (in a quotation from Dr. Pomeroy, of 
New York), that, ordinarily, neurologists are unable to state whether or 
not, in a given case, there was any disease of the eye. 

Dr. N. F. Wordin, in an essay upon Examination of the Eye as a 
Help to the Diagnosis of Extra-ocular Disease, takes a much more 
favourable view of the utility of the Ophthalmoscope to the general prac¬ 
titioner than Dr. Carmalt does, and urges its wider application as a ready 
means of diagnosis, especially in obscure diseases. 

An essay upon The Insane Diathesis, by Dr. II. P. Stearns, of Hart¬ 
ford, is a thoughtful and very instructive paper, which deserves a wide 
circulation. This paper is well supplemented by a shorter one, entitled 
A Notable Defect in Medical Education, by Dr. D. A. Cleaveland, which 
urges upon physicians in general a careful study of insanity, in order to 
decide upon the form of insanity under which a patient labours—a matter 
of much importance in connection with the question of treatment, whether 
it shall be in a close walled asylum, or at home, surrounded by his family 
and attendants. F. W. 


Art. XXII .—Fracture of the Patella. A study of one hundred and 
twenty-seven cases. By Frank II. Hamilton, A.M., M.D., LL.D., 
Visiting Surgeon to Bellevue Hospital, etc. 8vo. pp. 106. New 
York: Chas. L. Birmingham & Co., 1880. 

This monograph consists of four papers, or chapters. The first gives 
the notes of cases under the author’s own observation ; the second treats 



